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Can theory The nature of the questions to be dealt with in
help its! this chapter is indicated, then, by the commonly
used words—order, authority, government, and
discipline—words which, however, are not to be taken as of
identical meaning. But, it may be asked, is any discussion of
these matters likely to have more than a speculative or psycho-
logical value? Can it be of any practical use? Can it make a
bad disciplinarian into a good one? Can it change a sinister
into a benign personal influence? Does it not, in short, belong
to the realm of useless theorizing? The answer to these
questions is implied in what was said in an earlier chapter about
the relations between practice and theory. Whatever can be
done to lay bare the causes of success and of failure, and to
make clear the kind of success that we ought to be aiming at,
should be done, especially for the sake of the young and
relatively inexperienced teacher. Here, as elsewhere, however,
the only theory worth our troubling about is that which arises
out of practice. Whatever theory is propounded in this chapter
is based upon experience and observation.
What w are In training a child, as distinguished from
aiming at instructing him, what are we aiming at? That
is a question which needs to be answered before
we can call any training satisfactory or otherwise. We com-
monly say that the object of instruction is to help to produce a
cultivated intellect, and a mind well stored with some of the
best that has ever been thought and said. We say, also, that
the object of training is to help to produce a cultivated moral
nature, a good man or woman, a person who can distinguish
truly between right and wrong, and who chooses habitually
to do what he knows or believes to be right. A teacher wants
to train the children committed to his care so that, as far as his
influence goes, they may grow up into honest, truthful, just, and
clean-minded men and women. There is no need to resort to a
book of ethics for a classified catalogue of all the virtues. A

